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Eléments de langage 

 

 Dear Leonardo DiCaprio, 

  Ladies and Gentlemen, 

   Dear friends, 

 

Let me tell you my great pleasure to 

welcome you to this wonderful event. 

 

I am delighted to see us gathered in 

Monaco tonight with the same hope: that 

of building a world in which humanity will 

understand how to live in harmony with 

the global ocean. 

 

Eleven years ago, one of the reasons 

I created my Foundation was to pursue and 

protect this essential relationship 

between my country and the sea.  

       ../.. 
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We have initiated or supported over 

400 projects throughout the world. 

Projects ranging from very local to 

global ones. From very practical projects 

to complex scientific projects. 

 

60% of these projects concern the 

ocean, which are essential to our Planet, 

to our future and that of our children.  

  

Faced with the challenge of 

protecting the Planet, more than ever 

before we need to unite everybody's 

aspirations, talents and energies. 

 

Indeed, despite the difficulty of the 

situation, there is hope. 

 

Even though our seas are endangered, 

even though they are threatened by global 

warming, pollution and over-fishing, 

progress can also be perceived.  ../.. 
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This includes the Marine Protected 

Areas for which I have been campaigning 

for years and which are being extended in 

all the world's seas – in particular in the 

Mediterranean, where my Foundation is 

actively supporting them with a dedicated 

Trust Fund involving a number of States. 

 

It includes initiatives to fight against 

pollution, especially plastics, such as 

those implemented by the BeMed 

programme, launched by my Foundation to 

develop ground-based projects with the 

local communities. 

      

It includes the international 

negotiations in which I am involved, 

especially at the United Nations.  

        

 

 

       ../.. 
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It also includes the ongoing progress 

of scientific research which allows us  to 

better understand the challenges and to 

better identify the solutions. In this 

respect, the launch, in the Principality of 

Monaco, less than a year ago, of the IPCC 

Special report on the Ocean and the 

Cryosphere, a project supported by my 

Foundation, heralds considerable 

progress. 

 

The progress is above all that of 

public opinion, which increasingly 

recognizes the importance of the ocean, 

demands action and gets actively involved, 

as we are doing tonight. 

 

I wish to thank you for your presence 

and your generosity, which provide 

essential support to our common struggle 

for our seas, for our Planet and for 

future generations.     ../.. 
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Let me extend my thanks to Milutin 

Gatsby and his teams, who have invested 

considerable energy, side-by-side with my 

Foundation, to make this inaugural event 

possible – an event that I hope will be 

perpetuated. 

 

Most particularly, I wish to extend my 

dearest thanks to our friend Leonardo 

DiCaprio, whose unwavering commitment to 

the protection of our Planet deserves 

appreciation from us all.  

 

I wish you an excellent evening. 

 

Thank you!  

 


